
1.1 .................... moves to amend H.F. No. 2497 as follows:

1.2 Delete everything after the enacting clause and insert:

1.3 "ARTICLE 1

1.4 GENERAL EDUCATION

1.5 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 124D.095, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

1.6 Subd. 2. Definitions. For purposes of this section, the following terms have the meanings

1.7 given them.

1.8 (a) "Digital learning" is means learning facilitated by technology that offers students an

1.9 element of control over the time, place, path, or pace of their learning and includes blended

1.10 and online learning.

1.11 (b) "Blended learning" is means a form of digital learning that occurs when a student

1.12 learns part time in a supervised physical setting and part time through digital delivery of

1.13 instruction, or a student learns in a supervised physical setting where technology is used as

1.14 a primary method to deliver instruction.

1.15 (c) "Online learning" is means a form of digital learning delivered by an approved online

1.16 learning provider under paragraph (d).

1.17 (d) "Online learning provider" is means a school district, an intermediate school district,

1.18 an organization of two or more school districts operating under a joint powers agreement,

1.19 or a charter school located in Minnesota that provides online learning to students and is

1.20 approved by the department to provide online learning courses.

1.21 (e) "Student" is means a Minnesota resident enrolled in a school under section 120A.22,

1.22 subdivision 4, or in a Tribal contract or grant school authorized to receive aid under section

1.23 124D.83 in kindergarten through grade 12.
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2.1 (f) "Online learning student" is means a student enrolled in an online learning course or

2.2 program delivered by an online learning provider under paragraph (d).

2.3 (g) "Enrolling district" means the school district or charter school in which a student is

2.4 enrolled under section 120A.22, subdivision 4, for purposes of compulsory attendance.

2.5 (h) "Supplemental online learning" means an online learning course taken in place of a

2.6 course period at a local district school.

2.7 (i) "Full-time online learning provider" means an enrolling school authorized by the

2.8 department to deliver comprehensive public education at any or all of the elementary, middle,

2.9 or high school levels.

2.10 (j) "Online learning course syllabus" is means a written document that an online learning

2.11 provider transmits to the enrolling district using a format prescribed by the commissioner

2.12 to identify the state academic standards embedded in an online course, the course content

2.13 outline, required course assessments, expectations for actual teacher contact time and other

2.14 student-to-teacher communications, and the academic support available to the online learning

2.15 student.

2.16 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 124D.095, subdivision 8, is amended to read:

2.17 Subd. 8. Financial arrangements. (a) For a student enrolled in an online learning course,

2.18 the department must calculate average daily membership and make payments according to

2.19 this subdivision.

2.20 (b) The initial online learning average daily membership equals 1/12 for each semester

2.21 course or a proportionate amount for courses of different lengths. The adjusted online

2.22 learning average daily membership equals the initial online learning average daily

2.23 membership times .88.

2.24 (c) No online learning average daily membership shall be generated if: (1) the student

2.25 does not complete the online learning course, or (2) the student is enrolled in online learning

2.26 provided by the enrolling district.

2.27 (d) Online learning average daily membership under this subdivision for a student

2.28 currently enrolled in a Minnesota public school or in a Tribal contract or grant school

2.29 authorized to receive aid under section 124D.83 shall be used only for computing average

2.30 daily membership according to section 126C.05, subdivision 19, paragraph (a), clause (2),

2.31 and for computing online learning aid according to section 124D.096.
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3.1 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 124D.59, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

3.2 Subd. 2. English learner. (a) "English learner" means a pupil in kindergarten through

3.3 grade 12; an early childhood special education student under Part B, section 619 of the

3.4 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, United States Code, title 20, section 1419; or

3.5 a prekindergarten student enrolled in an approved voluntary prekindergarten program under

3.6 section 124D.151 or a school readiness plus program who meets the requirements under

3.7 subdivision 2a or the following requirements:

3.8 (1) the pupil, as declared by a parent or guardian first learned a language other than

3.9 English, comes from a home where the language usually spoken is other than English, or

3.10 usually speaks a language other than English; and

3.11 (2) the pupil is determined by a valid assessment measuring the pupil's English language

3.12 proficiency and by developmentally appropriate measures, which might include observations,

3.13 teacher judgment, parent recommendations, or developmentally appropriate assessment

3.14 instruments, to lack the necessary English skills to participate fully in academic classes

3.15 taught in English.

3.16 (b) A pupil enrolled in a Minnesota public school in any grade 4 through 12 who in the

3.17 previous school year took a commissioner-provided assessment measuring the pupil's

3.18 emerging academic English, shall be counted as an English learner in calculating English

3.19 learner pupil units under section 126C.05, subdivision 17, and shall generate state English

3.20 learner aid under section 124D.65, subdivision 5, if the pupil scored below the state cutoff

3.21 score or is otherwise counted as a nonproficient participant on the assessment measuring

3.22 the pupil's emerging academic English, or, in the judgment of the pupil's classroom teachers,

3.23 consistent with section 124D.61, clause (1), the pupil is unable to demonstrate academic

3.24 language proficiency in English, including oral academic language, sufficient to successfully

3.25 and fully participate in the general core curriculum in the regular classroom.

3.26 (c) Notwithstanding paragraphs (a) and (b), a pupil in early childhood special education

3.27 or prekindergarten under section 124D.151, through grade 12 shall not be counted as an

3.28 English learner in calculating English learner pupil units under section 126C.05, subdivision

3.29 17, and shall not generate state English learner aid under section 124D.65, subdivision 5,

3.30 if:

3.31 (1) the pupil is not enrolled during the current fiscal year in an educational program for

3.32 English learners under sections 124D.58 to 124D.64; or

3.33 (2) the pupil has generated seven or more years of average daily membership in Minnesota

3.34 public schools since July 1, 1996.
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4.1 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for revenue for fiscal year 2024 and later.

4.2 Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 124D.65, subdivision 5, is amended to read:

4.3 Subd. 5. School district EL revenue. (a) A district's English learner programs revenue

4.4 equals the product of (1) $704 $755 times (2) the greater of 20 or the adjusted average daily

4.5 membership of eligible English learners enrolled in the district during the current fiscal

4.6 year.

4.7 (b) A pupil ceases to generate state English learner aid in the school year following the

4.8 school year in which the pupil attains the state cutoff score on a commissioner-provided

4.9 assessment that measures the pupil's emerging academic English.

4.10 Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.05, subdivision 17, is amended to read:

4.11 Subd. 17. English learner pupil units. (a) English learner pupil units for fiscal year

4.12 2004 and thereafter shall be determined according to this subdivision.

4.13 (b) The English learner concentration percentage for a district equals the product of 100

4.14 times the ratio of:

4.15 (1) the number of eligible English learners in average daily membership enrolled in the

4.16 district during the current fiscal year; to

4.17 (2) the number of pupils in average daily membership enrolled in the district.

4.18 (c) The English learner pupil units for each eligible English learner in average daily

4.19 membership equals the lesser of one or the quotient obtained by dividing the English learner

4.20 concentration percentage for the pupil's district of enrollment by 11.5 16.8.

4.21 (d) English learner pupil units shall be counted by the district of enrollment.

4.22 (e) Notwithstanding paragraph (d), for the purposes of this subdivision, pupils enrolled

4.23 in a cooperative or intermediate school district shall be counted by the district of residence.

4.24 (f) For the purposes of this subdivision, the terms defined in section 124D.59 have the

4.25 same meaning.

4.26 Sec. 6. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.05, subdivision 19, is amended to read:

4.27 Subd. 19. Online learning students. (a) The average daily membership for a public

4.28 school pupil or a pupil enrolled in a school authorized to receive Tribal contract or grant

4.29 aid under section 124D.83 generating online learning average daily membership according

4.30 to section 124D.095, subdivision 8, paragraph (b), equals the sum of: (1) the ratio of the
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5.1 sum of the number of instructional hours the pupil is enrolled in a regular classroom setting

5.2 at the enrolling school to the actual number of instructional hours in the school year at the

5.3 enrolling school, plus (2) .12 times the initial online learning average daily membership

5.4 according to section 124D.095, subdivision 8, paragraph (b).

5.5 (b) When the sum of the average daily membership under paragraph (a) and the adjusted

5.6 online learning average daily membership under section 124D.095, subdivision 8, paragraph

5.7 (b), exceeds the maximum allowed for the student under subdivision 8 or 15, as applicable,

5.8 the average daily membership under paragraph (a) shall be reduced by the excess over the

5.9 maximum, but shall not be reduced below .12. The adjusted online learning average daily

5.10 membership according to section 124D.095, subdivision 8, paragraph (b), shall be reduced

5.11 by any remaining excess over the maximum.

5.12 Sec. 7. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.10, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

5.13 Subd. 2. Basic revenue. (a) The basic revenue for each district equals the formula

5.14 allowance times the adjusted pupil units for the school year. The formula allowance for

5.15 fiscal year 2021 is $6,567. The formula allowance for fiscal year 2022 is $6,728. The formula

5.16 allowance for fiscal year 2023 and later is $6,863. The formula allowance for fiscal year

5.17 2024 is $7,138. The formula allowance for fiscal year 2025 is $7,281. The formula allowance

5.18 for fiscal year 2026 and later must be determined as follows:

5.19 (1) in January of the calendar year in which the formula allowance begins, the

5.20 commissioner of education must calculate the change in the Consumer Price Index for all

5.21 urban consumers as published by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor

5.22 for the average of the fourth calendar quarter of the second prior fiscal year compared to

5.23 the average of the fourth calendar quarter of the immediately prior fiscal year; and

5.24 (2) the formula allowance in effect for the prior fiscal year must be increased by the

5.25 lesser of 3.0 percent or the percentage change calculated in clause (1), with the resulting

5.26 amount rounded to the nearest whole dollar, except in cases of negative Consumer Price

5.27 Index growth then the formula allowance will remain the same as the prior year.

5.28 (b) The commissioner must publish the formula allowance by the end of February of

5.29 each year.

5.30 Sec. 8. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.10, subdivision 3, is amended to read:

5.31 Subd. 3. Compensatory education revenue. (a) For fiscal year 2024, the compensatory

5.32 education revenue for each building in the district equals the formula allowance minus $839
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6.1 times the compensation revenue pupil units computed according to section 126C.05,

6.2 subdivision 3. A district's compensatory revenue equals the sum of its compensatory revenue

6.3 for each building in the district and the amounts designated under Laws 2015, First Special

6.4 Session chapter 3, article 2, section 70, subdivision 8, for fiscal year 2017. Revenue shall

6.5 be paid to the district and must be allocated according to section 126C.15, subdivision 2.

6.6 (b) For fiscal year 2025 and later, the compensatory education revenue for each building

6.7 in the district equals its compensatory pupils multiplied by the building compensatory

6.8 allowance. Revenue shall be paid to the district and must be allocated according to section

6.9 126C.15, subdivision 2.

6.10 (b) (c) When the district contracting with an alternative program under section 124D.69

6.11 changes prior to the start of a school year, the compensatory revenue generated by pupils

6.12 attending the program shall be paid to the district contracting with the alternative program

6.13 for the current school year, and shall not be paid to the district contracting with the alternative

6.14 program for the prior school year.

6.15 (c) (d) When the fiscal agent district for an area learning center changes prior to the start

6.16 of a school year, the compensatory revenue shall be paid to the fiscal agent district for the

6.17 current school year, and shall not be paid to the fiscal agent district for the prior school year.

6.18 (e) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), for voluntary prekindergarten programs under section

6.19 124D.151, charter schools, and contracted alternative programs in the first year of operation,

6.20 compensatory education revenue must be computed using data for the current fiscal year.

6.21 If the voluntary prekindergarten program, charter school, or contracted alternative program

6.22 begins operation after October 1, compensatory education revenue must be computed based

6.23 on pupils enrolled on an alternate date determined by the commissioner, and the

6.24 compensatory education revenue must be prorated based on the ratio of the number of days

6.25 of student instruction to 170 days.

6.26 (f) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), for fiscal year 2025, if the calculation under paragraph

6.27 (c) results in statewide revenue of less than $822,659,000, additional revenue must be

6.28 provided to each building in a manner prescribed by the commissioner of education until

6.29 total statewide revenue equals $822,659,000.

6.30 (g) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), for fiscal year 2026, if the calculation under paragraph

6.31 (c) results in statewide revenue of less than $838,947,000, additional revenue must be

6.32 provided to each building in a manner prescribed by the commissioner of education until

6.33 total statewide revenue equals $838,947,000.
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7.1 (h) Notwithstanding paragraph (b), for fiscal year 2027, if the calculation under paragraph

7.2 (c) results in statewide revenue of less than $857,152,000, additional revenue must be

7.3 provided to each building in a manner prescribed by the commissioner of education until

7.4 total statewide revenue equals $857,152,000.

7.5 Sec. 9. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.10, is amended by adding a subdivision to

7.6 read:

7.7 Subd. 3a. Definitions. The definitions in this subdivision apply only to subdivisions 3,

7.8 3b, and 3c.

7.9 (a) "Building compensatory allowance" means a building concentration factor multiplied

7.10 by the statewide compensatory allowance.

7.11 (b) "Building concentration factor" means the ratio of a building's compensatory pupils

7.12 to the number of pupils enrolled in the building on October 1 of the previous fiscal year.

7.13 (c) "Compensatory pupils" means the sum of the number of pupils enrolled in a building

7.14 eligible to receive free meals pursuant to subdivision 3b plus one-half of the pupils eligible

7.15 to receive reduced priced meals pursuant to subdivision 3b on October 1 of the previous

7.16 fiscal year.

7.17 (d) "Statewide compensatory allowance" means the amount calculated pursuant to

7.18 subdivision 3c.

7.19 Sec. 10. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.10, is amended by adding a subdivision

7.20 to read:

7.21 Subd. 3b. Free and reduced-price meals. The commissioner shall determine the number

7.22 of children eligible by means of direct certification to receive either a free or reduced-price

7.23 meal on October 1 each year. Children enrolled in a building on October 1 and determined

7.24 to be eligible by means of direct certification to receive free or reduced-price meals by

7.25 December 15 of that school year shall be counted as eligible on October 1 for purposes of

7.26 subdivision 3. The commissioner must use federal definitions for these purposes. The

7.27 commissioner may adopt reporting guidelines to assure accuracy of data counts and

7.28 eligibility. Districts must use any guidelines adopted by the commissioner.
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8.1 Sec. 11. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.10, is amended by adding a subdivision

8.2 to read:

8.3 Subd. 3c. Statewide compensatory allowance. For fiscal year 2025, the statewide

8.4 compensatory allowance is $6,474 times the ratio of the formula allowance under section

8.5 126C.10, subdivision 2, for the current fiscal year to the formula allowance under section

8.6 126C.10, subdivision 2, for the prior fiscal year, rounded to the nearest whole dollar. For

8.7 fiscal year 2026 and later, the statewide compensatory allowance equals the statewide

8.8 compensatory allowance in effect for the prior fiscal year times the ratio of the formula

8.9 allowance under section 126C.10, subdivision 2, for the current fiscal year to the formula

8.10 allowance under section 126C.10, subdivision 2, for the prior fiscal year, rounded to the

8.11 nearest whole dollar.

8.12 Sec. 12. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.10, subdivision 4, is amended to read:

8.13 Subd. 4. Basic skills revenue. A school district's basic skills revenue equals the sum

8.14 of:

8.15 (1) compensatory revenue under subdivision 3; plus

8.16 (2) English learner revenue under section 124D.65, subdivision 5; plus

8.17 (3) $250 $536 times the English learner pupil units under section 126C.05, subdivision

8.18 17.

8.19 Sec. 13. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.15, subdivision 2, is amended to read:

8.20 Subd. 2. Building allocation. (a) A district or cooperative must allocate at least 80

8.21 percent of its compensatory revenue to each school building in the district or cooperative

8.22 where the children who have generated the revenue are served unless the school district or

8.23 cooperative has received permission under Laws 2005, First Special Session chapter 5,

8.24 article 1, section 50, to allocate compensatory revenue according to student performance

8.25 measures developed by the school board.

8.26 (b) Notwithstanding paragraph (a), A district or cooperative may allocate up to 50 no

8.27 more than 20 percent of the amount of compensatory revenue that the district receives to

8.28 school sites according to a plan adopted by the school board. The money reallocated under

8.29 this paragraph must be spent for the purposes listed in subdivision 1, but may be spent on

8.30 students in any grade, including students attending school readiness or other prekindergarten

8.31 programs.
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9.1 (c) For the purposes of this section and section 126C.05, subdivision 3, "building" means

9.2 education site as defined in section 123B.04, subdivision 1.

9.3 (d) Notwithstanding section 123A.26, subdivision 1, compensatory revenue generated

9.4 by students served at a cooperative unit shall be paid to the cooperative unit.

9.5 (e) A district or cooperative with school building openings, school building closings,

9.6 changes in attendance area boundaries, or other changes in programs or student demographics

9.7 between the prior year and the current year may reallocate compensatory revenue among

9.8 sites to reflect these changes. A district or cooperative must report to the department any

9.9 adjustments it makes according to this paragraph and the department must use the adjusted

9.10 compensatory revenue allocations in preparing the report required under section 123B.76,

9.11 subdivision 3, paragraph (c).

9.12 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for revenue for fiscal year 2024 and later.

9.13 Sec. 14. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.17, is amended by adding a subdivision

9.14 to read:

9.15 Subd. 9b. Renewal by school board. (a) Notwithstanding the election requirements of

9.16 subdivision 9, a school board may renew an expiring referendum not already renewed by

9.17 board action authorized by this subdivision if:

9.18 (1) the per-pupil amount of the referendum is the same as the amount expiring, or for

9.19 an expiring referendum that was adjusted annually by the rate of inflation, the same as the

9.20 per-pupil amount of the expiring referendum, adjusted annually for inflation in the same

9.21 manner as if the expiring referendum had continued;

9.22 (2) the term of the renewed referendum is no longer than the initial term approved by

9.23 the voters; and

9.24 (3) the school board has adopted a written resolution authorizing the renewal after holding

9.25 a meeting and allowing public testimony on the proposed renewal.

9.26 (b) The resolution must be adopted by the school board by June 15 of any calendar year

9.27 and becomes effective 60 days after its adoption.

9.28 (c) A referendum expires in the last fiscal year in which the referendum generates revenue

9.29 for the school district.

9.30 (d) A district renewing an expiring referendum under this subdivision must submit a

9.31 copy of the adopted resolution to the commissioner and to the county auditor no later than

9.32 September 1 of the calendar year in which the levy is certified.
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10.1 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective the day following final enactment.

10.2 Sec. 15. Laws 2021, First Special Session chapter 13, article 1, section 9, is amended to

10.3 read:

10.4 Sec. 9. ENGLISH LEARNER CROSS SUBSIDY REDUCTION AID.

10.5 (a) Notwithstanding Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.65, English learner aid is increased

10.6 by $2,000,000 per year for fiscal years 2022, and 2023, 2024, and 2025. The commissioner

10.7 must allocate the aid to each school district and charter school based on the school district's

10.8 or charter school's proportionate share of English learner and concentration revenue under

10.9 Minnesota Statutes, section 126C.10, subdivision 4, clauses (2) and (3), for the preceding

10.10 fiscal year.

10.11 (b) Revenue under this section must be used and reserved as basic skills revenue

10.12 according to Minnesota Statutes, section 126C.15.

10.13 Sec. 16. Laws 2021, First Special Session chapter 13, article 1, section 9, the effective

10.14 date, is amended to read:

10.15 EFFECTIVE DATE. This section is effective for revenue in fiscal year 2022 and

10.16 expires at the end of fiscal year 2025 2023.

10.17 Sec. 17. APPROPRIATIONS.

10.18 Subdivision 1. Department of Education. The sums indicated in this section are

10.19 appropriated from the general fund to the Department of Education for the fiscal years

10.20 designated.

10.21 Subd. 2. General education aid. (a) For general education aid under Minnesota Statutes,

10.22 section 126C.13, subdivision 4:

2024.....8,059,984,00010.23 $

2025.....8,183,666,00010.24 $

10.25 (b) The 2024 appropriation includes $707,254,000 for 2023 and $7,352,730,000 for

10.26 2024.

10.27 (c) The 2025 appropriation includes $767,797,000 for 2024 and $7,415,869,000 for

10.28 2025.
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11.1 Subd. 3. Enrollment options transportation. For transportation of pupils attending

11.2 postsecondary institutions under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.09, or for transportation

11.3 of pupils attending nonresident districts under Minnesota Statutes, section 124D.03:

2024.....18,00011.4 $

2025.....19,00011.5 $

11.6 Subd. 4. Abatement aid. (a) For abatement aid under Minnesota Statutes, section

11.7 127A.49:

2024.....2,339,00011.8 $

2025.....2,665,00011.9 $

11.10 (b) The 2024 appropriation includes $126,000 for 2023 and $2,213,000 for 2024.

11.11 (c) The 2025 appropriation includes $245,000 for 2024 and $2,420,000 for 2025.

11.12 Subd. 5. Consolidation transition aid. (a) For districts consolidating under Minnesota

11.13 Statutes, section 123A.485:

2024.....187,00011.14 $

2025.....290,00011.15 $

11.16 (b) The 2024 appropriation includes $7,000 for 2023 and $180,000 for 2024.

11.17 (c) The 2025 appropriation includes $20,000 for 2024 and $270,000 for 2025.

11.18 Subd. 6. Nonpublic pupil education aid. (a) For nonpublic pupil education aid under

11.19 Minnesota Statutes, sections 123B.40 to 123B.43 and 123B.87:

2024.....22,354,00011.20 $

2025.....23,902,00011.21 $

11.22 (b) The 2024 appropriation includes $1,925,000 for 2023 and $20,429,000 for 2024.

11.23 (c) The 2025 appropriation includes $2,269,000 for 2024 and $21,633,000 for 2025.

11.24 Subd. 7. Nonpublic pupil transportation. (a) For nonpublic pupil transportation aid

11.25 under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.92, subdivision 9:

2024.....22,248,00011.26 $

2025.....23,624,00011.27 $

11.28 (b) The 2024 appropriation includes $2,115,000 for 2023 and $20,133,000 for 2024.

11.29 (c) The 2025 appropriation includes $2,236,000 for 2024 and $21,388,000 for 2025.
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12.1 Subd. 8. One-room schoolhouse. For a grant to Independent School District No. 690,

12.2 Warroad, to operate the Angle Inlet School:

2024.....65,00012.3 $

2025.....65,00012.4 $

12.5 Subd. 9. Career and technical aid. (a) For career and technical aid under Minnesota

12.6 Statutes, section 124D.4531, subdivision 1b:

2024.....1,512,00012.7 $

2025.....761,00012.8 $

12.9 (b) The 2024 appropriation includes $183,000 for 2023 and $1,329,000 for 2024.

12.10 (c) The 2025 appropriation includes $147,000 for 2024 and $614,000 for 2025.

12.11 Subd. 10. Pregnant and parenting pupil transportation reimbursement. (a) To

12.12 reimburse districts for transporting pregnant or parenting pupils under Minnesota Statutes,

12.13 section 123B.92, subdivision 1, paragraph (b), clause (1), item (vi):

2024.....55,00012.14 $

2025.....55,00012.15 $

12.16 (b) To receive reimbursement, districts must apply using the form and manner of

12.17 application prescribed by the commissioner. If the appropriation is insufficient, the

12.18 commissioner must prorate the amount paid to districts seeking reimbursement.

12.19 (c) Any balance in the first year does not cancel but is available in the second year.

12.20 Sec. 18. REPEALER.

12.21 (a) Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 126C.05, subdivisions 3 and 16, are repealed.

12.22 (b) Laws 2023, chapter 18, section 4, subdivision 5, is repealed.

12.23 EFFECTIVE DATE. Paragraph (a) is effective for revenue for fiscal year 2025.

12.24 ARTICLE 2

12.25 EDUCATION EXCELLENCE

12.26 Section 1. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 120B.018, is amended by adding a subdivision

12.27 to read:

12.28 Subd. 7. Personalized, competency-based education. "Personalized, competency-based

12.29 education" means a system of learning in which the:
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13.1 (1) staff and students are empowered to make important decisions about the students'

13.2 learning experiences, how the students will create and apply knowledge, and how students

13.3 will demonstrate their learning;

13.4 (2) student assessments implemented at the local level are meaningful, positive, and

13.5 empowering learning experience for students that yields timely, relevant, and actionable

13.6 evidence;

13.7 (3) students receive timely, differentiated support based on the students' individual

13.8 learning needs;

13.9 (4) students' progress is based on evidence of mastery rather than by hours of attendance;

13.10 (5) students learn actively using different pathways and varied pacing;

13.11 (6) strategies to ensure equity for all students are embedded in the culture, structure, and

13.12 pedagogy of schools and education systems; and

13.13 (7) rigorous, common expectations for learning, including knowledge, skills, and

13.14 dispositions identified in required academic standards, are explicit, transparent, measurable,

13.15 and transferable.

13.16 Sec. 2. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 120B.02, is amended by adding a subdivision to

13.17 read:

13.18 Subd. 1a. Personalized, competency-based education. (a) A school district or charter

13.19 school may adopt a locally developed competency-based education plan to allow students

13.20 to satisfactorily complete both required academic standards under section 120B.021, and

13.21 credits under section 120B.024, and advance to higher levels of learning by demonstrating

13.22 mastery of required state standards, regardless of the time, place, or pace of learning. The

13.23 local plan may be implemented in individual school sites within a school district or

13.24 districtwide. Personalized, competency-based education is designed to improve educational

13.25 outcomes for students by advancing their mastery of concepts and skills.

13.26 (b) A school district or charter school that adopts a personalized, competency-based

13.27 education plan must include a description in its long-term strategic plan under section

13.28 120B.11 or annual public report under section 124E.16 and post on its website information

13.29 on how:

13.30 (1) the plan's components satisfy required state standards and the goals included in the

13.31 world's best workforce plan under section 120B.11;
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14.1 (2) competencies include explicit and measurable student learning objectives aligned to

14.2 required and elective state standards and benchmarks;

14.3 (3) students master competencies along a personalized and flexible pathway. A student

14.4 may demonstrate mastery of competencies through successful performance of the

14.5 competencies, application of the competencies, or both;

14.6 (4) local assessments are used to personalize learning experiences for a student; and

14.7 (5) students receive timely and personalized support based on individual learning needs.

14.8 (c) A school district or charter school with a personalized, competency-based education

14.9 plan must administer the required statewide assessments to all students in the appropriate

14.10 grade levels consistent with section 120B.30.

14.11 (d) Average daily membership for a student participating in a personalized,

14.12 competency-based education is subject to the limits under section 126C.05, subdivision 8.

14.13 Sec. 3. Minnesota Statutes 2022, section 120B.12, is amended to read:

14.14 120B.12 READING PROFICIENTLY NO LATER THAN THE END OF GRADE

14.15 3. BOLD LITERACY ACT; THRIVING READERS AT EVERY GRADE.

14.16 Subdivision 1. Literacy goal. (a) The legislature seeks to have every child reading at

14.17 or above grade level no later than the end of grade 3, every year, beginning in kindergarten,

14.18 including English multilingual learners, and that teachers provide comprehensive,

14.19 scientifically based and students receiving special education services. By 2027, school

14.20 leaders and educators must provide evidence-based reading instruction through a multitiered

14.21 system of support (MTSS). Instruction must focus on student mastery of the foundational

14.22 reading skills of phonemic awareness, phonics, and fluency, as well as the development of

14.23 oral language, vocabulary, and reading comprehension skills. Students must receive

14.24 evidence-based instruction that is proven to effectively teach children to read, consistent

14.25 with section 122A.06, subdivision 4.

14.26 (b) To meet this goal, each school district and charter school must ensure all

14.27 prekindergarten through grade 3 teachers, early childhood educators, reading intervention

14.28 teachers, special education teachers, and instructional support staff with responsibility for

14.29 teaching reading complete training approved by the Department of Education and based on

14.30 evidence-based reading instruction by July 1, 2025.

14.31 Subd. 2. Identification; report. (a) Each school district must identify before the end of

14.32 On a quarterly basis beginning no later than November 15 each year, every student enrolled
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15.1 in kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2 all students who are not reading at grade level. Students

15.2 identified as not reading at grade level by the end of kindergarten, grade 1, and grade 2 must

15.3 be screened, in a locally determined manner, and grade 3 in a public school, including

15.4 multilingual learners and students receiving special education services, must be universally

15.5 screened for mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics,

15.6 decoding, fluency, oral language, and characteristics of dyslexia as measured by a screening

15.7 tool approved by the Department of Education. The screening  for characteristics of dyslexia.

15.8 may be integrated with universal screening for mastery of foundational reading skills and

15.9 oral language. Data on student performance in kindergarten, grade 1, grade 2, and grade 3

15.10 on foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency,

15.11 and oral language must be submitted to the Department of Education by December 15 and

15.12 June 15 in the form and manner prescribed by the commissioner.

15.13 (b) Students in grade 3 or higher who demonstrate a reading difficulty to a classroom

15.14 teacher grades 4 and above, including multilingual learners and students receiving special

15.15 education services, who are not demonstrating mastery of foundational reading skills,

15.16 including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, fluency, and oral language, must be

15.17 screened, in a locally determined manner, using a screening tool approved by the Department

15.18 of Education for characteristics of dyslexia, unless a different reason for the reading difficulty

15.19 has been identified. and continue to receive evidence-based instruction, interventions, and

15.20 progress monitoring until grade-level proficiency is achieved.

15.21 (c) Reading assessments in English, and in the predominant languages of district students

15.22 where practicable, must identify and evaluate students' areas of academic need related to

15.23 literacy. The district also must monitor the progress and provide reading instruction

15.24 appropriate to the specific needs of English multilingual learners. The district must use a

15.25 locally adopted, developmentally appropriate, and culturally responsive assessment and

15.26 annually report summary assessment results to the commissioner by July 1.

15.27 (d) By June 15, the district also must annually submit an annual report to the

15.28 commissioner by July 1 a summary of in the form and manner prescribed by the

15.29 commissioner, summarizing the district's efforts to screen and, identify, and provide

15.30 interventions through a MTSS to students who demonstrate characteristics of dyslexia using

15.31 as measured by a screening tools such as those tool approved by the Department of Education

15.32 and recommended by the department's dyslexia specialist. With respect to students screened

15.33 or identified under paragraph (a), the report must include:

15.34 (1) a summary of the district's efforts to screen for dyslexia;
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16.1 (2) the number of students universally screened for that reporting year; and

16.2 (3) the number of students demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia for that year.; and

16.3 (e) A student (4) an explanation of how through a MTSS students identified under this

16.4 subdivision must be are provided with alternate instruction and interventions under section

16.5 125A.56, subdivision 1.

16.6 Subd. 2a. Parent notification and involvement. (a) Beginning with the initial screening

16.7 by November 15, and on a quarterly basis thereafter, schools, at least annually, must give

16.8 the parent of each student, including multilingual learners and students receiving special

16.9 education services, who is not reading at or above grade level, timely information about:

16.10 (1) the student's reading proficiency as measured by a locally adopted assessment;,

16.11 including student performance on foundational reading skills, oral language, and whether

16.12 the student has been identified as demonstrating characteristics of dyslexia, as measured by

16.13 a screening tool approved by the Department of Education;

16.14 (2) reading-related services currently being provided to the student within a MTSS

16.15 framework, specific curricula being used, the training and licensure of the teacher providing

16.16 reading-related services, how these services address identified learning needs, and how the

16.17 student's progress will be monitored; and

16.18 (3) strategies for parents to use at home in helping their student succeed in becoming

16.19 grade-level proficient in reading in English and in their native language.

16.20 (b) A district may not use this section to deny a student's right to a special education

16.21 evaluation.

16.22 Subd. 3. Intervention. (a) For each student identified under subdivision 2, the district

16.23 shall provide reading intervention through a MTSS to accelerate student growth and reach

16.24 the goal of reading at or above grade level by the end of the current grade and school year.

16.25 If a student does not read at or above grade level by the end of grade 3 the current school

16.26 year, the district must continue to provide reading intervention until the student reads at

16.27 grade level. District intervention methods shall encourage must include family engagement

16.28 and, where possible, collaboration with appropriate school and community programs.

16.29 Intervention methods that specialize in evidence-based instructional practices and measure

16.30 mastery of foundational reading skills, including phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding,

16.31 fluency, and oral language. By July 1, 2025, Tier 2 and Tier 3 intervention programs must

16.32 be taught by a certified or licensed reading specialist and may include, but are not limited

16.33 to, requiring student attendance in summer school, intensified reading instruction that may
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17.1 require that the student be removed from the regular classroom for part of the school day,

17.2 extended-day programs, or programs that strengthen students' cultural connections.

17.3 Supplemental reading instruction may not replace core Tier 1 literacy instruction provided

17.4 to all students.

17.5 (b) A school district or charter school is strongly encouraged to must provide a personal

17.6 learning plan for a student who is unable to demonstrate grade-level proficiency, as measured

17.7 by the statewide reading assessment in grade 3 state-approved progress monitoring tools in

17.8 kindergarten through grade 5. The district or charter school must determine the format of

17.9 the personal learning plan in collaboration with the student's educators and other appropriate

17.10 professionals. The school must develop the learning plan in consultation collaboration with

17.11 the student's parent or guardian. The personal learning plan must address knowledge and

17.12 skill gaps and skill deficiencies through strategies such as specific exercises and practices

17.13 explicit, systematic instruction consistent with structured literacy practices during and

17.14 outside of the regular school day, periodic assessments progress monitoring, and reasonable

17.15 timelines. The personal learning plan may include grade retention, if it is in the student's

17.16 best interest. By July 1, 2025, personal learning plans must be implemented by a certified

17.17 or licensed reading specialist. A school must maintain and regularly update and modify the

17.18 personal learning plan until the student reads at grade level. This paragraph does not apply

17.19 to a student under an individualized education program.

17.20 Subd. 4. Staff development. (a) Each district and charter school shall use the data under

17.21 subdivision 2 to identify the staff development needs so that:

17.22 (1) elementary teachers are able to implement, early childhood educators, kindergarten

17.23 through grade 12 reading intervention teachers, special education teachers, and instructional

17.24 support staff with responsibility for teaching reading must:

17.25 (1) receive and complete sufficient training to provide comprehensive, scientifically

17.26 based reading and oral language instruction, including explicit, systematic, evidence-based

17.27 instruction on foundational reading skills that meets students' developmental, linguistic,

17.28 and cultural literacy needs;

17.29 (2) by July 1, 2025, receive training and ongoing coaching to support evidence-based

17.30 structured literacy practices using a training program approved by the Department of

17.31 Education, which must be funded by literacy incentive aid received annually by districts

17.32 and charter schools under section 124D.98, and other legislatively funded training

17.33 opportunities approved by the Department of Education;
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18.1 (3) implement comprehensive, evidence-based reading and oral language instruction,

18.2 consistent with structured literacy practices, using a MTSS for the intervention methods or

18.3 programs selected by the district for the identified students;

18.4 in the five reading areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and

18.5 comprehension as defined in section 122A.06, subdivision 4, and other literacy-related areas

18.6 including writing until the student achieves grade-level reading proficiency;

18.7 (2) elementary teachers have sufficient training to provide comprehensive, scientifically

18.8 based reading and oral language instruction that meets students' developmental, linguistic,

18.9 and literacy needs using the intervention methods or programs selected by the district for

18.10 the identified students;

18.11 (3) licensed teachers employed by the district have regular opportunities to improve

18.12 reading and writing instruction;

18.13 (4) licensed teachers recognize students' diverse needs in cross-cultural settings and are

18.14 be able to serve the oral language and linguistic needs of students who are English

18.15 multilingual learners by maximizing strengths in their native languages in order to cultivate

18.16 students' English language development, including oral academic language development,

18.17 and build academic literacy; and

18.18 (5) licensed teachers are be well trained in culturally responsive pedagogy that enables

18.19 students to master content, develop skills to access content, and build relationships.

18.20 (b) In addition to paragraph (a):

18.21 (1) instruction provided by elementary teachers must include explicit, systematic

18.22 instruction in the five reading areas of phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary,

18.23 and comprehension as defined in section 122A.06, subdivision 4, and other literacy-related

18.24 areas, including writing and oral language, until the student achieves grade-level reading

18.25 and writing proficiency; and

18.26 (2) instruction provided by early childhood educators must include explicit, systematic

18.27 instruction in phonological and phonemic awareness; oral language, including listening

18.28 comprehension; vocabulary; and letter-sound correspondence.

18.29 Subd. 4a. Local literacy plan. (a) Consistent with this section, a school district must

18.30 adopt develop and submit a local literacy plan to have using the template provided by the

18.31 Department of Education annually by June 15 for the upcoming school year. The local

18.32 literacy plan must be implemented to ensure that every child in prekindergarten through

18.33 grade 3, including multilingual learners and students receiving special education services,
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